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             District of Columbia State Board

Jack O’Brien, Historian

11109 Belton Street

Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20774







December 10, 2009      

Letter Writing Campaign requesting favorable consideration

to erect a memorial to Commodore John Barry

Dear Friend of Commodore John Barry:

On August 29, 2008 we submitted a proposal to erect a memorial on the grounds of the United States Naval Academy (USNA) honoring Commodore John Barry.  The Naval Academy is the principal training institution for the future officers of the US Navy and Marine Corps.  There is a lack of recognition of Commodore John Barry at the Academy.  The Superintendent on January 5th rejected our proposal to honor Commodore Barry as “inappropriate” for the grounds of the Academy.  We appealed the decision on February 8th.   


Following our letter of appeal to the Superintendent, we received a call from Captain Bob Hofford, Director of Special Projects USNA. He said the Naval Academy will reconsider our proposal and may convene the Memorials Oversight Committee as required by the Memorials and Commemorative Works USNA Instruction 5060.8A.  Finally, on June 16th the Superintendent responded by letter stating that he referred the “proposal to the Executive Director of the Memorials and Grounds Oversight Committee, Mr. Byron Marchant, the President and CEO of the U.S. Naval Academy Alumni Association and Foundation.  He will make a determination on whether to convene the Committee for action on your proposal.”


We are planning our strategy very carefully, and are trying to keep the issue focused on honoring Commodore Barry and not detract from our objective by bringing up matters that do not pertain to the issue at hand or to fight past battles.


When we appear before the admirals on the Memorials Oversight Committee, we want to make a compelling presentation.  We urgently need your support as we collect copies of letters from respected leaders like you of the Irish American community as well as academics, current and retired Navy and Marine Corps officers, statesmen and public officials, business leaders, to present compelling reasons why Commodore John Barry should be commemorated and honored at the United States Naval Academy.


These signed letters need to be addressed to the Superintendent, Vice Admiral Jeffrey L. Fowler.  (The address is on the Guidelines Page.)  As part of our campaign, we need to have a copy of your letter for our records.

In preparing for a hearing, we want to assemble and copy all of the letters like yours for presentation to all members of the board of admirals.  Our aim is to impress upon the members of the Memorials Oversight Committee in a very visible way the strong support the Barry Memorial has throughout all of the regions of the United States.


It is crucial that we all follow a few simple guidelines and be on the same page on this issue.  Please carefully review the attached guidelines.

We are sure you and/or your organization will create a great letter about Commodore John Barry.  To assist you, we have prepared the attached guidelines sheet as well as some background information.  By design we are not including a model letter so that our campaign does not sound “canned” to the members of the USNA Memorials Oversight Committee.  

We do not yet have a time-line from the Academy at this time.  Instead, we are using this valuable time to prepare our case.  Your contribution will be vital to this project to eventually honor John Barry at the U.S. Naval Academy.  Remember: please send your letters to Admiral Fowler as soon as possible, and a copy to us.  With your help, we will make an impact in our presentation.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Jack O’Brien at (301) 336 – 5167, or John McInerney at (202) 213 – 2055 or by e-mail at McInerneyVerret@aol.com You can make a difference in this important project.

We appreciate your help and involvement in this important project to honor a fine naval officer and gentleman – Commodore John Barry.





Sincerely,

John E. McInerney


Jack O’Brien

Public Relations Director,

Historian, District of Columbia State Board

Barry Memorial Project

Ancient Order of Hibernians

Ancient Order of Hibernians
Coordinator of the Barry Memorial Project

District of Columbia State Board


Guidelines For Letter Writing Campaign

· Please use your personal, business or organization’s stationary.

· Address and send your letter to the Superintendent:  

Vice Admiral Jeffrey L. Fowler 

Superintendent

United States Naval Academy

121 Blake Road

Annapolis, Maryland 21402-5000

· Important:  Send a copy of your letter to


Jack O’Brien

Historian and Project Coordinator


Ancient Order of Hibernians


11109 Belton Street


Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20774

Copies of these letters will be assembled and copied for simultaneous presentation to the Superintendent and all members of the board of admirals.  By presenting a folder of over 100 letters such as yours, our aim is to impress upon the Superintendent and the members of Memorials Oversight Committee in a very visible way the strong support the Barry Memorial has throughout the nation.  Please sign the original letter in blue ink so that it does not look like a copy.

We would appreciate receiving the copy of your letter soon so that we can respond rapidly when we hear from the U.S. Naval Academy.

Do’s and Don’ts

 
Our ultimate goal is to get the long deserved recognition at the Naval Academy for Commodore John Barry.  

· Please do not bring up or argue the ethnic and religious issue – Catholic vs. Protestant.

· Do not mention John Paul Jones in your letter. Please do not mention the controversy as to who is really the father of the Navy – Barry or Jones.  In the past when the question was brought up, we simply stated that Jones was a true hero during the revolution.  We are leaving that issue silent and are saying nothing negative about Jones.

· We cannot use the word “monument” in our proposals and documents.  The acceptable word with the Academy is “memorial.”

· Barry’s personal life and his accomplishments during the Revolution and in accepting President Washington’s charge to organize the Navy under the Constitution needs to be clearly pointed out.

· It is important that we explain how a fine officer and gentleman such as Commodore Barry can be an inspiration to future officers of the Navy and Marie Corps.

· President George Washington presented Barry with Commission Number One.  All subsequent naval commissions spring from Barry’s commission.

· Congress on December 22, 2005 by Public Law 109-142 clearly recognized and declared Barry “as the first flag officer of the United States Navy,” a point that needs to be emphasized.  

· Finally, be sure to sign the original letter.  If you are writing on behalf of an organization the signatures of other officers will be helpful and will have an impact.


Since we do not know exactly who and how many people will be appointed to the Memorials Oversight Committee, we are preparing a statement for the record for each appointee that will include our proposal, our compelling arguments, and copies of your letters of support.  These letters sent to the superintendent may not be shared with the Committee.  Our statement for the record will include:

1. The proposal for the memorial

2. Prepared statement of oral arguments

3. Copies of your letters of support addressed to the Superintendent

4. Letters of reference about the general contractor and sculptor

Thank you.
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